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Child Labour Policies of Selected International
Agencies: Review and Recommendations

1. Introduction

This paper provides a review of the child labour and related basic
education policies of ILO, UNICEF, UNESCO, the World Bank
and the European Union.! The policy instruments and strategies of
each of the agencies are outlined briefly, and where available,
information is provided on the agencies’ programme in India. This
is followed by a critical review of these policies and an elaboration
of policy recommendations aimed at the organization. These
recommendations are geared to feed into a campaign “School, the
best place to work”. This campaign is a joint activity of three
Alliance 2015 members based in the Netherlands, Germany and
Republic of Ireland. The main objective of this exercise is to ensure
that all children classified as child labourers will be guaranteed a

. primary education by the year 2015. this will be done through

awareness raising, education, lobby and advocacy work in the three
participating countries.

The review is limited to an analysis of the policies and strategies of
the agencies mentioned above. An evaluation of their programmes
on the ground, their outreach and efficacy in reaching target groups,
and, most importantly, their success in eliminating child labour is
beyond the scope of this paper.

2. ILO/IPEC
Background

The International Laobur Organisation is the lead international
agency for policy development on child labour. The entry point of
the ILO to the issue of child labour is through its central concern
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and in any case should not be less than 15 years. Light work
may be undertaken from the age of 13 and hazardous work
from the age of 18 (16 under certain strict conditions).
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sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom, as
well as forced or compulsory labour, including forced or
compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict;
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