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Glossary of Terms Used 

RTE  Right to Education 

CWSN  Children with Special Needs 

NCPCR National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

DEO  District Education Officer 

MEO  Mandal Education Officer 

CD  Compact Disc 

CRPF  Child Rights Protection Forum 

REPC  Right to Education Protection Committee 

TFCR  Teachers Forum for Child Rights 

SI  Sub-Inspector 

MPDO  Mandal Parishad Officer 

PHC  Primary Health Center 

ICDS  Integrated Child Development Scheme 

PO  Project Officer 

NREGS National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme\ 

IKP  Indira Kranthi Patham 

APM  Asst. Programme Manager 

ZPTC  Member – Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency 

MPP  Mandal Parishad President 

KGBV  Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 

RTI  Right to Information 

MPTC  Member – Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency 

CDPO  Child Development Project Officer 

CI  Circle Inspector 

VRO  Village Revenue Officer 

MRP  Mandal Resource Person 

RVM  Rajiv Vidya Mission 

ZPHS  Zilla Parishad High School 

SMC  School Management Committee 

SPD  State Project Director 

MLA  Member of Legislative Assembly 

SCPCR State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

HS  High School 

ASWO  Asst. Social Welfare Officer 

PS  Primary School 

BC  Backward Caste 

RDO  Revenue Division Officer 

MLC  Member of Legislative Council 

UPS  Upper Primary School 

PD  Project Director 

DRDA  District Rural Development Agency 

ST  Scheduled Tribe 

DTWO  District Tribal Welfare Officer 

RBC  Residential Bridge Course Camp



Executive Summary 

 

 Being out of schools and having the right to education denied, children are compelled to 

join the labour force resulting in vulnerability, marginalization, exploitation, impoverishment, and 

gross violation of human rights. It is important that children enjoy their right to education. At the 

same time, school-going children face innumerable challenges and are subjected to 

discrimination on various grounds. Our educational system also lacks the institutional capacities 

necessary to retain children in school. These factors have a particularly adverse impact on the 

educational status of first-generation learners and force them out of school. At the societal level, 

an atmosphere that tolerates child labour, child trafficking and child marriage and even justifies 

these practices as inevitable in the name of poverty perpetuates violence against children and 

denies them basic rights. 

 

 Mahabubnagar, which had ranked among one of the 250 most backward districts of India 

in 2006, is notorious for high incidences of migration and child labor. More than half of the 

population in some mandal of this district are forced by the topography, lack of livelihoods and 

other reasons to migrate in their search for opportunities, often being accompanied by their 

children. A significant number of children – especially girls, are employed in cottonseed fields. 

Girls are often married between the ages of 12 and 14 and are thus deprived of access to 

education. Although a number of initiatives have been launched by both governmental and non-

governmental agencies, alike, there has not been much of an improvement in the developmental 

scenario of the district. 

 

 Dharur, Gadwal, Gattu, and Maldakal mandals of Gadwal Assembly Constituency in 

Mahabubnagar district are notorious for the high incidence of child labour in cottonseed farms 

across hundreds of acres. A number of multinational cottonseed companies have set up shop in 

and around Gadwal and hundreds of children below the age of 14 work in hybrid cottonseed 

farms. A significant number of children are also employed in the tobacco processing industry. 

Hundreds of families migrate to find better options for livelihoods. Bonded child labour is not 

unknown in the region. Most of these children graze livestock. 

 

 MVF has been working to uphold children’s rights in Andhra Pradesh for nearly two 

decades now through the involvement of community groups. The organization also has had a 

longstanding presence in Gadwal constituency, where it has implemented this agenda through 

the medium of the CRPF, a community-based campaign committee, over the last 5 years. It is 

against this background that Action Aid invited M.V. Foundation to implement a campaign in 4 

mandals of Gadwal with the objective of ensuring effective implementation of the RTE Act. 88 

primary schools, 26 upper primary schools, and 21 high schools would be covered under this 

initiative. 

 

 The stated objectives of this campaign are: 

- Create a social norm that ensures every child enjoying their right to education 

- Catalyze the formation of community-based organizations with a view to sustain the 

campaign in the long-run 

- Build the capacities of SMCs to ensure effective implementation of the RTE Act 



- Use meetings organized by the gram panchayat and other local institutions as a platform 

to send across a message to them in the context of the RTE Act 

- Sensitize members of women’s groups formed under the IKP about the ill effects of child 

marriage and prepare them to campaign against child marriage and employment of girls 

in the cottonseed industry. 

- Interact on an ongoing basis with officials of key line departments such as Revenue, 

Labor, Education, and Women & Child Development to involve them in the campaign. 

What follows is a report of the activities taken up under the project during the period (July 

– September, 2012). 

Programme Highlights 

The landmark advances during the reporting period are: 

 Conduct of 56 group motivation drives with outreach to 301 out-of-school children 

 Conduct of 173 rallies with 6,911 members 

 Conduct of 127 community meetings with 3,334 members 

 Printing of 2,690 campaign posters 

 Dissemination of 6,900 pamphlets on the RTE Act among community groups 

 75 monitoring visits to schools and other residential educational institutions 

 Submission of 65 petitions in the context of school functioning 

 Formation of 28 girl youth committees with 310 members 

 Conduct of 5 mandal and 41 village level orientation sessions with 335 and 665 

members respectively 

 Orientation of 160 CRPF members at the constituency level 

 Facilitation of 38 school monitoring visits by the SMC 

Community Meetings 

 127 meetings were convened with more than 3,000 CRPF and REPC members, youth, 

and women’s self-help groups to discuss the RTE Act, planning for Vidya Pakshotsavalu, 

monitoring visits to schools and other educational institutions, school enrollment, campaign 

against child labour in cottonseed farms, school infrastructure, and volunteer recruitment. 

 The key issues that came up for discussion are as below: 

 More than 50 children each from nearly 100 villages of the project area had been 

employed in cottonseed farms on a seasonal basis. 

 Teachers had been transferred in August 2012 but had not been replaced in 22 

schools by the end of September. 

 Transportation allowance was due to be released to more than 20 children each from 

21 villages. 

 The midday meal scheme was discontinued in 3 schools. 

 Most schools lacked proper sanitation facilities and drinking water facilities. 

 Uniforms and textbooks were not supplied in many schools. 

The following points signify the major decisions reached by the end of the meeting,  



 REPC and CRPF members would take up door-to-door group motivation drives jointly 

with mandal officials to reach out to children employed in cottonseed farms. 

 Village-level meetings would be convened with the joint participation of owners of 

cottonseed farms, children employed in farms and their parents. 

 Petitions would be submitted to the District Collector, the PO-RVM, the DEO, and the 

MEO for recruitment of volunteers wherever teachers had not been replaced. 

School-wise lists of children eligible to receive transport allowance were compiled and 

submitted to the District Collector, the PO-RVM, and the DEO. Petitions were also drafted and 

submitted to the District Collector and the RDO along with details of children employed in 

cottonseed farms. 

A project level review meeting consisting of REPC members was held on 7th September, 

2012 at the MPDO’s office in Gadwal mandal with participation by nearly 120 members. Points 

discussed included teacher availability, teachers’ timings, the quality of school education, status 

of children employed in cottonseed farms and in shops, and other commercial establishments. 

Members made presentations towards these areas and rallied to the RDO’s office at the end of 

the meeting, where a petition was drafted with the following demands. 

 Water must be made available and sanitation facilities be provided in all schools. 

 Steps must be taken to ensure the improved quality of education. 

 Volunteers or teachers must be immediately posted in schools facing shortages of 

teachers. 

 Officials of the Labour, Revenue, and Education departments must be involved in this 

campaign against child labour in cottonseed farms. 

Responding to these demands, the MPDO offered to arrange a meeting with MEOs in an 

effort to address the problem of teacher irregularity. He also promised to form a mandal level 

committee to work for the withdrawal of children from work in cottonseed farms. This issue would 

also be taken to the notice of the District Collector. 

The details of the meetings held are as follows: 

 Meetings Participants 

Dharur 43 1,046 

Gadwal 23 692 

Gattu 36 1,080 

Maldakal 25 516 

Total 127 3,334 



 

The quality of the midday meal in UPS Kuchinerla of Gattu mandal was quite poor. An 

SHG that had affiliations to the ruling Congress Party had been placed in charge of cooking meals 

and had not been maintaining the expected quality. They also had been found to not serving eggs 

twice a week as was the norm. Another SHG from the same village owed allegiance to the 

opposing Telugu Desam Party and demanded replacement of this agency. A meeting was 

accordingly convened with nearly 60 villagers in attendance. The agency was questioned about 

the quality of the meal, to which they responded about not receiving their payments as per the 

schedule. The villagers gave them a week’s time to change their ways. The midday meals sub-

committee was given the responsibility of monitoring their actions. The Quality Education sub-

committee also constantly tracked teacher’s attendance, after which the teachers began giving 

more responsibility to their duties. 

Campaign Activities 

Survey 

A survey of children aged 6-14 years commenced in all 4 mandals of Mahabubnagar 

district. 4 villages were covered in each mandal by the end of September in 2012. The following 

information was gathered under this initiative (Name, Father’s Name, Address, Caste, Age, 

Gender, School, and Class in which they enrolled into—only for school-going children, class from 

which they dropped out, and work profile—only relevant to out-of-school children. 

Group Motivation 

 Details of long-term dropouts were gathered from schools and consolidated at the village 

level. Lists of children employed in cottonseed farms were also compiled, REPC and CRPF 

conveners, SMC, youth, SHGs, and village elders later undertook similar visits to these children’s 

homes and motivated their parents to send them to school. They were counseled in the presence 

of their neighbors on the provisions of the RTE Act and on their role in building their children’s 

futures. The MPDO and the MEO took part in this activity as well. Some parents informed the 
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MPDO and the MEO that no uniforms and books were being supplied. There were a number of 

gaps in the implementation of the midday meal scheme. There was only one teacher in the school 

and the quality of education still had a lot to accomplish. REPC and CRPF members informed 

them that they could question teachers only if children regularly came to school. They promised 

to speak to officials and have these problems resolved. The details regarding these special drives 

are depicted below. 

Mandal Drives Children 
Contacted 

Enrolled 
In 

School 

Enrolled In 
KGBV/Hostel 

Enrolled 
In RSTC 

Dharur 30 221 91 16 12 

Gadwal 8 125 30 9 - 

Gattu 112 56 56 15 4 

Maldakal 7 65 37 11 - 

Total 56 523 234 51 16 
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Rallies 

Rallies were held in all 4 mandals to publicize the RTE Act and to demand its effective 

implementation. Participants in these rallies included the CRPF and REPC, youth, SHGs, 

teachers, Anganwadi workers, retired government employees, and elected representatives. 

Wherever a child was seen working, the entire team intervened to ensure that the children were 

freed. Rallies held in mandal headquarters coincided with the weekly market. Many people that 

had come to the market were impressed with the events and joined in the rallies. Most were 

pleasantly surprised to know of the existence of an act for children. The RDO earlier had been 

under the impression that the MVF team had been working exclusively with children, and was 

also satisfied that they had been reaching out to adults. He participated in the mandal-level rally 

held in Gadwal and had 2 children freed from work in shops and hostels.  

The details of the rallies administered are below. 

Mandal Rallies Members 

Dharur 11 253 

Gadwal 8 256 

Gattu 9 390 

Maldakal 7 221 

Total 35 1,120 
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IEC Material 

Slogans containing the following provisions of the RTE Act were painted at public locations in 3 

and 12 villages of Dharur and Gadwal mandals respectively.  

The responsibility of painting these slogans was headed by REPC members.   

Five different types of campaign posters on corporal punishment, basic infrastructure, teacher 

timings, transport allowance, universal admission, marriage registration, and child labour in 

cottonseed farms were printed and disseminated to communities across the project area. Nearly 

7,000 pamphlets were also distributed to community groups. The details of the number of posters 

and pamphlets are shown below.  

 Posters Pamphlets 

Dharur 612 1,400 

Gadwal 400 2,000 

Gattu 598 3,000 

Maldakal 480 500 

Total 2,690 6,900 
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Vidya Pakshotsavalu 

 The district and mandal coordinators were invited to attend planning meetings organized 

by the district and mandal administration to discuss the celebration of the government initiated 

school enrollment drive, Vidya Pakshotsavalu, which focused on reaching out to children 

employed in cottonseed farms in Gadwal. This drive was conducted from the 18th to the 30th of 

July, 2012. School level meetings were also convened with the SMC and REPC to discuss this. 

Schools were whitewashed and decorated with mango leaves during the Pakshotsavalu. Children 

and teachers were formally welcomed to the school. Plans of action were chalked out for the 

upcoming academic year with participation by the REPC, CRPF, and MVF staff. Rallies and public 

meetings featured as part of the celebrations. Teachers from primary and upper primary schools 

were urged to have children complete Classes 5 and 7 enrolled in higher schools. Motivation 

drives were also taken up with the objective of bringing the number of out-of-school children to 

zero. Alumni of the upper primary school (Sangala), in Gadwal mandal spent approximately Rs. 

5,000 to have pictures of national leaders displayed in school classrooms. Another individual 

sponsored a yearlong subscription to a vernacular newspaper, Namaste Telangana, for the 

school. Hon. I & B Minister, Ms. DK Aruna, the State Director – Adult Education, the District 

Collector, the DEO, the PO-RVM, and the PD-DRDA all took part in these celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

The details of the activities taken up are depicted below. 

Mandal Villages Rallies Participants Contribution 

Dharur 20 18 633 12,600 
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Gadwal 15 8 355 34,500 

Gattu 12 10 460 2,000 

Maldakal 10 10 309 500 

Total 57 46 1,757 49,600 
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A school enrollment drive in progress 

Independence Day 

The national flag of India was hoisted in all schools on Independence Day. The occasion 

was used as a platform to send across a strong message in the context of the RTE Act and to 

educate communities on key provisions of the Act. School-level meetings were held with the 

participants after the rallies and they were urged to send their children to school.  

The following details shed light on the number of rallies and the number of participants as 

well. 

 Rallies Members 

Dharur 24 624 

Gadwal 23 1,000 

Gattu 27 1,350 

Maldakal 18 1,060 

Total 92 4,034 



 

International Literacy Day 

The region of Gadwal claims one of the lowest literacy rates in the country. The 

government of Andhra Pradesh convened a state-level planning meeting on August 23rd, 2012 to 

discuss the modalities of the International Literacy Day celebrations. Members from the REPC, 

the CRPF, SHGs, and youth associations, along with representatives from MVF and the Vande 

Mataram Foundation participated in the celebrations held on September 8th, 2012. They took part 

in cultural programmes and also mobilized community groups for this event. Campaign posters 

and pamphlets were distributed to members who took part in the event. M.V. Foundation staff 

maintained a stall during this event to broaden the awareness of key provisions of the RTE Act.  

Monitoring Visits 

 The REPC and the SMC undertook 61 and 14 monitoring visits to schools and residential 

educational institutions to track the status of the implementation of the midday meal scheme, the 

availability of basic infrastructure, and child absenteeism. They made notes based on their 

interactions with children and teachers and their physical observations, and shared them with the 

heads of those institutions later.  

Details of their visits are indicated below. 

Mandal School Residential 
Institutions 

Dharur 24 6 

Gadwal 20 2 

Gattu 7 3 

Maldakal 10 3 

Total 61 14 
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Petitions 

REPC and CRPF members petitioned the District Collector and mandal officials to revise 

gaps that had been noted towards proper school functioning. In all, they submitted 65 petitions, 

the details of which are below. 

 Petitions Issues 

Dharur 20 Delayed books and uniforms to be issued, non-release of 
personal allowances to children, bed sheets, fans and lights in 
hostels, following up with out-of-school children, improper 
maintenance of sanitary facilities, and adequate drinking water 
in hostels 

Gadwal 20 

Gattu 15 

Maldakal 10 

Total 65  
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 Additional buildings and bathroom facilities were sanctioned in 41 schools and 

work commenced on their construction. In addition, bathroom facilities were constructed in 2 

hostels. Uniforms have been given to close to 3,000 children in each mandal of Mahabubnagar 

district. 

Formation of Girl Youth Committees 

 Girl youth committees were formed at the school level with the objective of sensitizing 

adolescent girls to their rights and issues affecting their welfare and to have them take decisions 

on their own. These committees had about 20 members depending on the number of classes in 

the school. Members have been meeting once a month to discuss child marriage, school dropout, 

higher education, implementation of the RTE Act, and the health status of children. 

Representatives from local institutions were invited to address girl youth committees on these 

issues whenever possible.  

 Details of the committees formed are shown below: 

  

 Committees Members 

Dharur 16 160 

Gattu 3 45 

Maldakal 9 105 

Total 28 310 
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Orientation Programmes 

 Orientation sessions on the RTE Act were held for REPC, CRPF, and SMC members at 

the mandal and village levels across Mahabubnagar district. District Coordinator, Mr. Shankar, 

and mandal coordinators acted as resource personnel on this occasion. Every member was given 

input on key provisions of the RTE Act with special focus on free admission, corporal punishment, 

transport facility and school auditing, community mobilization and their role in ensuring effective 

implementation of the act.  

 The details of the sessions and the number of participants are shown below.  

 Mandal Level - Bodies Village Level – Bodies 

Dharur 1 – SMC – 75, 1 – CRPF – 50 21 – 315 SMC 

Gadwal 1 – 75 SMC, 25 – REPC - 

Gattu 1 – 50 REPC, 10 – SMC 10 – 100 REPC, 50 SMC 

Maldakal 1 – 35 REPC, 15 SMC 10 – 50 SMC, 150 REPC 
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 A constituency level workshop on the RTE Act was held from 21sst – 22nd July. 2012 with 

40 REPC, CRPF and SMC members and former Sarpanch officials from each mandal. MVF 

Senior Coordinator and Resource Person, Mr. V. Venkateswara Rao, and District Coordinator. 

Shankar, addressed the gathering on the occasion. Mr. Rao spoke on the roles and 

responsibilities of the members in the context of implementation of the RTE Act with special focus 

on monitoring teachers and child attendance, the availability of infrastructure, school audit and 

usage of school grants. He urged them to identify gaps in school functioning and send petitions 

to the necessary officials. Mr. Shankar made an elaborate presentation on the various provisions 

of the RTE Act with specific reference to basic infrastructure, free admission and corporal 

punishment. Members earlier spoke on the problems that they had identified in their respective 

schools. It was resolved at the end of the workshop that members would identify problems in 

schools and petition the concerned officials. 
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 A 2-day review meeting was held in Hyderabad on 16th and 17th September 2012 with the 

participation of 25 SMC and REPC members. M/s Y. Rajendra Prasad and Mr. V. Venkateswara 

Rao were present on behalf of MVF. Mr. Bharat represented Action Aid. Senior Coordinator of 

MVF, Mr. Anand, acted as resource personnel. The participants made mandal-wise presentations 

on the situation of schools in their respective areas and steps that had been taken towards 

upholding child rights. They informed that though they petitioned to elected representatives and 

officials on a number of occasions, response form them had been limited. There were wide gaps 

in the areas of teacher recruitment and school problems. An action plan had been chalked out at 

the end of the meeting to reach out to elected representatives and officials and to prepare them 

for a proactive part in the effort. 

   
 

 Strengthening the SMC 
 The volunteers noted during the course of their interaction with SMC members that some 

of them lacked the ability to discharge their duties effectively. They were also unclear on certain 

issues such as school audit and school monitoring. Meetings were subsequently convened with 

them and they were given inputs on these issues. They were also urged to assist and make 



teachers, implementation of the midday meal scheme, quality of education, and availability of 

basic infrastructure. 

The details of meetings held, participation in preparation of school plans and school visits 

undertaken are as below: 

 Meetings Members 

Dharur 15 300 

Gadwal 7 140 

Gattu 9 180 

Maldakal 10 221 

Total 41 841 

 

 

Mandal School Visits 

Dharur 11 

Gadwal 10 

Gattu 10 

Maldakal 7 

Total 38 
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 School Plans 

Dharur 21 

Gadwal 16 

Gattu 12 

Maldakal 16 

Total 65 



 

 

Networking 

The mandal coordinator regularly took part in monthly head teachers’ meetings and made 

presentations on observations made by them during school visits and their interactions with 

children and parents. MEOs were invited to participate in MVF staff meetings so they had firsthand 

understanding of the issues addressed by the team. The mandal coordinator was invited to a 

mandal convergence meet held in Dharur. The mandal officials were also invited to mandal level 

meetings of the REPC, the CRPF, and the SMC. In addition, they took part in special drives in 

cottonseed farms. 
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The District Coordinator, Mr. Shankar, was requested to provide resource support during 

a training session on the RTE Act held at the District Resource Center. The expertise of the MVF 

core team also was sought during training sessions on education and child rights. The 

coordinators participated in 3 review meetings held by the District Collector with the participation 

of the Addl. State Project Director – RVM and the DEO to discuss the status of implementation of 

the RTE Act. The coordinators demanded provision of basic facilities to all schools, release of 

transport allowance to eligible children and replacement of contractors who reneged on building 

contracts. 

A series of meetings on the RTE Act was organized on July 2012 for government teachers 

from all 4 mandals, the details of which are below. 

 Date Members 

Dharur 9th July, 2012 56 

Gadwal 8th July, 2012 50 

Gattu 10th July, 2012 57 

Maldakal 7th July, 2012 45 

Total 208 

 

MEOs and MRPs acted as resource personnel on this occasion with inputs from mandal 

coordinators. Another meeting was held in Maldakal with 45 teachers on 21st September, 2012. 

MVF State Coordinator, Mr. Y. Rajendra Prasad, was also present at the meeting. The District 

Collector, the MEO, and some teachers were among the participants at a review meeting held 

with 55 participants on 23rd August, 2012. 

 

The district and mandal coordinators also organized training programmes for 100 

volunteers of Gadwal-based NGO RDOs on various aspects of the RTE Act. 
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STORIES FROM THE FIELD 
 

Gattu is the confluence of three district cultures, namely Kannada, Rayalaseema, and Telangana. 

Politics has a major say in any major activity taken up in the mandal. Elected representatives had 

not been very keen on addressing the agenda of children’s education until July 2011, when the 

MVF team organized a meeting of elected representatives from all parties. The Sarpanch official, 

Pavani, at the time, who was well-educated, was very happy to associate with the cause of 

education. No one had guided her on how to make inroads towards this issue. She developed a 

framework of knowledge by attending some orientation sessions, and undertaking monitoring 

visits to schools in her panchayat. She met the MEO and pressurized him to work for better 

standards of quality education. She regularly attended SMC and REPC meetings and reached 

out to hundreds of people, most of whom became inspired to get associated with the SMC and 

the REPC in different capacities and are actively addressing the issues of education and 

children’s rights. They belong to political rival parties but have overcome their differences to work 

together for school strengthening. There are 10 active child rights activists today including REPC 

Mandal Convener, Govindu, REPC Gattu Convener, Mahabub Pasha, and Co-Convener, 

Govindu. They personally motivated 2 children to enroll in the KGBV hostel and 9 to join school 

in July 2012. They have also been regularly orienting children and teachers on the RTE Act. 

* 

UPS Sangala in Gadwal mandal had 114 children on attendance rolls. The quality of education 

in school was not up to the mark, although 5 teachers had been appointed there. The reason for 

the quality of education not being up to par was that teachers never reported before 10 a.m. in 

the morning. The SMC vice-chairperson took the initiative of addressing the situation and 

contacted the MEO through the toll-free number of the Education Department. He convened a 

parents’ meeting in the village and requested the teacher to attend the meeting. The teacher 

claimed that he had been performing his duties sincerely, but the entire village responded that 

this was false. The MEO strongly warned the teacher and the situation has relieved. The teacher 

first reports at school to mark attendance for the day and takes note of any teacher that comes 

late as having proceeded on casual leave. The SMC also replaced the midday meal agency for 

its failure to maintain quality food. 

* 

Youth from most villages of Maldakal are very active and had been addressing the issue of 

education for quite a long time before being oriented on the RTE Act. They have been the 

mainstay of the campaign. Some girls from the KGBV hostel informed the youth that the quality 

of food was not up to par. The members brought some local youth, women’s group members and 

a press official and spoke to the Special Officer giving him an ultimatum to improve the quality of 

the meal. They also spoke to the MEO and asked him to convene regular SMC meetings. Youth 

members undertook a survey in August 2012 and submitted a list of 120 child labourers. They 

also wrote to the District Collector. The MEO identified 55 child labourers and shared those details 

with the District Collector. 

* 

UPS Maldoddi in Dharur mandal had been sanctioned 2 new classrooms but land was 

unavailable. There was an immense amount of political interference on this matter and it had not 



been possible to come to a decision. The District Collector convened a meeting towards the end 

of August 2012, to which the MEO, MRPs, and the head teacher were also invited, The MEO 

informed that he would shift the school to another village if no decision was reached. The former 

Sarpanch and some youth members took the initiative and spoke to leaders from all parties in the 

village and made them see reason. They finally consented to cooperate and the engineer was 

asked to prepare an estimate. Construction of the classrooms has commenced. 

* 

A parents’ meeting was held in Maddelabanda, Maldakal mandal on 17th September, 2012 to 

discuss the issue of teachers transferring. The UPS had 325 children on attendance rolls but had 

only 3 teachers. The MEO had planned to depute one of them to a school in another village. 

REPC members came to know of this and asked who had arranged the deputation. To this, the 

MEO responded that the notice had come from the District Collector. REPC members asked the 

MEO to provide them with a copy of the order to transfer teachers but he insisted that he had 

been conveyed to handle this orally. A group of nearly 200 children including children staged a 

protest at his office, after which he shelved his plans of shifting the teacher. 


