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Glossary of Terms Used 

RTE  Right to Education 

CWSN  Children with Special Needs 

NCPCR National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

DEO  District Education Officer 

MEO  Mandal Education Officer 

CD  Compact Disc 

CRPF  Child Rights Protection Forum 

REPC  Right to Education Protection Committee 

TFCR  Teachers Forum for Child Rights 

SI  Sub-Inspector 

MPDO  Mandal Parishad Officer 

PHC  Primary Health Center 

ICDS  Integrated Child Development Scheme 

PO  Project Officer 

NREGS National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme\ 

IKP  Indira Kranthi Patham 

APM  Asst. Programme Manager 

ZPTC  Member – Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency 

MPP  Mandal Parishad President 

KGBV  Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 

RTI  Right to Information 

MPTC  Member – Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency 

CDPO  Child Development Project Officer 

CI  Circle Inspector 

VRO  Village Revenue Officer 

MRP  Mandal Resource Person 

RVM  Rajiv Vidya Mission 

ZPHS  Zilla Parishad High School 

SMC  School Management Committee 

SPD  State Project Director 

MLA  Member of Legislative Assembly 

SCPCR State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

HS  High School 

ASWO  Asst. Social Welfare Officer 

PS  Primary School 

BC  Backward Caste 

RDO  Revenue Division Officer 

MLC  Member of Legislative Council 

UPS  Upper Primary School 

PD  Project Director 

DRDA  District Rural Development Agency 

ST  Scheduled Tribe 

DTWO  District Tribal Welfare Officer 

RBC  Residential Bridge Course Camp



Background 

 

 M.V. Foundation has been addressing the issue of child rights protection in Andhra 

Pradesh through a community-based approach for nearly 2 decades now. It has also made a 

presence in Mahabubnagar District, where it is focusing on forming and building the capacities of 

community-based organizations to take ahead the agenda of upholding child rights. Against this 

backdrop, the organization in partnership with Action Aid has initiated the project “Campaign for 

Enrolment of Out-of-School Children and Implementation of the Right to Education Act in 20 Gram 

Panchayats of Dharur Mandal of Mahabubnagar District”. The project that covers 31 villages 

spread over 20 panchayats was launched in January 2013 with the objective of creating a social 

norm which ensures that every child enjoys his or her right to education as envisaged in the RTE 

Act (2009).  

 

The specific objectives of the programme are to: 

 Catalyze the formation of community-based organizations with a view to sustain the 

campaign in the long run 

 Build the capacities of SMCs to ensure effective implementation of the RTE Act 

 Use meetings organized by the gram panchayat and other local institutions as a 

platform to send across a message to them in the context of the RTE Act 

 Sensitize members of women’s groups formed under the IKP to the ill effects of child 

marriage and prepare them to campaign against child marriage and employment of 

girls in the cottonseed industry 

 ,Interact on an ongoing basis with officials of key line departments such as Revenue, 

Labour, Education, and Women & Child Development to involve them in the campaign 

As part of the project, the following activities would be carried out: 

- Trainings for SMCs 

- Trainings for local community members 

- Meetings with community at the village and mandal level 

- Campaign on the RTE, child rights, and enrolment of out-of-school children into 

schools 

- Motivation and exposure camps for children 

- Advocacy and campaign for redressal 

- Publicity material 

- Documentation 

The programme is being implemented for three months now and what follows is a brief report of 

the activities carried out in the first quarter.  

During the first quarter, the following activities were organized: 

 Community meetings and formation of the Right to Education Protection Committees 

– REPCs (in most places, these committees were formed earlier as part of the previous 

project).  

 Rallies 

 Enrolment of children into schools 

 Surveys of children 



 Facilitation of school visits by school management committees and REPCs 

 Trainings for SMCs and REPCs 

 Advocacy 

Community Meetings and Formation of REPCs 

 

Community meetings are held in all habitations. The primary aim is to form REPCs in 

habitations where they don’t exist. In those habitations where committees are formed, they are 

assigned to review schools’ conditions, the status of out-of-school children, and their enrolment 

in schools, problems within schools, and other related issues. REPCs were formed to serve the 

following objectives: 

 To check whether the provisions of RTE are being implemented 

 To give wider publicity and more campaign to the RTE 

 To enable parents to understand the provisions of RTE 

 To ensure effective implementation of the MDM scheme 

 To ensure proper functioning of teachers (Sec. 24 of the Act) and regular attendance 

of children 

 To ensure quality education is imparted 

 To help in the process of social auditing 

These committees are formed with youth who are interested in the RTE, SHGs, parents, 

political leaders and activists, and Child Rights Protection Committees. The following table 

explains the number of habitations in each cluster and the number of committees formed 

and details of community meetings organized by the end of March 2013. 

S. 
No. 

Cluster # of 
Habitations 

REPCs 
Formed 
(by 
Dec. 
2012) 

REPCs 
Formed 
(During 
Current 
Quarter) 

# of 
Community 
Meetings 
Organized 

Participants Female 
Participants 

1 Ganganpally 11 9 2 30 495 150 

2 Kondapur 11 9 2 33 550 200 

3 Mannapuram 16 7 9 32 450 230 

4 Maldonni 10 10 - 22 360 240 

Total 48 35 13 117 1,855 820 

 

Following are some of the issues that have come up for discussion during meetings with 

the community: 

 In Guvvaladinne village, in Kondur cluster, 3 acres of land that belonged to the 

school had been illegally occupied by a villager. There is a requirement for 

additional accommodation and funds to also be sanctioned for building the 

accommodation. As the land is not at the school’s disposal, construction hasn’t’ 

begun. During the community meeting, villagers resolved to submit a petition to 

the local minister. Accordingly, a memorandum was submitted to the minister, who 

directed the revenue authorities to look into the matter and get the issue resolved. 

Another petition was also submitted (as resolved in the meeting) to the MEO, 



demanding sanctioning of travel allowance to children studying in the upper 

primary school and high school in different villages. Further, they also requested 

him to upgrade the schools. In his response, the MEO told the villagers that the 

school would be upgraded by the following academic year.  

 In Mannapuram, villagers resolved to demand the MEO for upgrading the primary 

school and also to appoint additional teachers. There are only 2 teachers to teach 

303 children. As a result of this demand, 7 Vidya Volunteers were placed in the 

school. Further in the meeting, it was also resolved to undertake a door-to-door 

campaign in the village to re-admit the 40 children who were either never enrolled 

or were drop-outs. They undertook the campaign as stated, and were able to 

mobilize 32 children into the schools (28 children into local schools and 4 into the 

RSTC). On a regular basis, REPC members follow up with these children. 

 In Maldonne, there is only one primary school. There is also a requirement for 

additional accommodation. In this case, funds were also sanctioned for 

construction of new buildings. Construction had not begun due to objections raised 

by neighbors. To resolve this, a meeting of community individuals was organized 

and the MEO was invited to participate. The MEO resolved this issue by talking to 

the neighbors and the building’s construction is likely to start shortly. 

Rallies 

 In all the habitations, rallies were organized during the period from January to February. 

The rallies were organized to create awareness among the general public, to regularize the (long-

term) absentees to school, and to build pressure on the government for resolving problems like 

accommodation, infrastructure, shortage of teachers in schools, etc. As part of the survey, 

pamphlets were circulated among the public mentioning the salient features of the RTE. SEC 

Vice-Chairman, Former Sarpanches, REPC members, former MPTC members and school 

teachers, SHG women and teachers took part in the rallies while volunteers and activists resorted 

to shouting slogans. In Ganganpally cluster, 308 people participated in the rally, in Kondapur 

cluster the number was close to 570, in Mannapuram cluster it was 320, and in Maldonni cluster, 

120 people participated. During the rallies, a total of 91 long-term absentee children (26 in 

Ganganpally cluster, 27 in Kondapur cluster, 32 in Mannapuram cluster, and 6 in Maldonni 

cluster) were identified and sent back to schools. 

 

Survey 

 A survey was organized in the month of January to ascertain the status of children. The 

survey revealed the following: 

 There are 8,875 children (4,620 boys and 4,417 girls) in all the habitations covered under 

this project. 

 Of the 8,875 children, 16% of the boys and 21% of the girls are not going to schools 

 In total, 18% of the children are not going to schools 

A complete profile (village-wise) of the children is annexed to this report. 

Enrolment Drive 

 As the survey revealed, there are a large number of out-of-school children, initiating an 

enrolment drive to be organized. As part of this drive, REPC members, SEC members, SHG 

members, and SMC members conducted door-to-door visits and motivated parents to admit or 



readmit children in schools. As a result, 180 children were admitted into schools (53 in 

Ganganpally cluster, 64 in Kondapur cluster, 43 in Mannapuram cluster, and 22 in Maldonni 

cluster). Of those who were admitted, 21 were admitted into the KGBV. During the drive, in Kota 

Thanda, it was found that there were 5 children who completed 5th class and didn’t join 6th class. 

Subsequently, these children joined 6th class and are demanding travel allowance as they are to 

be admitted in a different village (as there is no upper primary school or high school in the village). 

School Visits 

 During February and March, REPC members and SEC members visited schools in their 

respective villages to assess the conditions of the schools and found the following: 

 There are 52 schools in the entire project area 

 In one school, the midday meal is not served as indicated on the menu 

 7 schools have problems related to drinking water 

 3 schools do not have toilets 

 In 4 schools, kitchen sheds need to be built or repaired 

 In 3 schools, teachers are found to be not maintaining timings 

 In 4 schools, there is a need for additional accommodation 

 The quality of teaching is found to be poor in 3 schools 

 In 7 schools, textbooks are partially supplied 

 In 2 schools, uniforms are supplied only partially 

 There are 114 children with special needs. None are given any equipment.  

 16 schools are having children coming from other villages. All need to take the services 

of private autos for traveling as the state-owned APSRTC vehicles doesn’t offer 

services in those areas. 

Orientation to SEC/REPC members 

 A one-day orientation programme is organized for the SMC members and REPC 

members in the villages concerned. The orientation is organized on RTE provisions. 

Local school head masters and MVF activists acted as resource persons. In 

Ganganpally cluster, 308 were identified, in Kondapur cluster, it was 440 persons. In 

Mannapuram cluster, the figure was 280 persons, and in Maldonni cluster, 45 persons 

participated in the programme. 

 Another orientation programme on “RTE implementation and the role of SMCs and 

REPCs” is organized in the mandal headquarters in which 80 persons from all 

habitations participated. The Mandal Education Officer, District Convener of CRPF, 

and the Project Coordinator acted as resource personnel. 

Advocacy 

 On January 6th, a meeting with the organizers of cottonseed companies took place in the 

District Headquarters. The National Convener of M.V. Foundation participated in this event. In 

this meeting, the following decisions were reached and the organizers accepted to abide by these 

decisions: 

 No advances are to be paid to children from here onwards 



 If any children are still found working on cottonseed farms, they have to be released 

immediately 

 Village-level cottonseed workers, organizers, and farmers are yet to be identified 

 In the ensuing season, no advances are to be paid to children or their parents pledging 

children’s labour 

 VROs and Panchayat Secretaries are to take the responsibility of convincing the 

parents of children not to engage them on seed farms or any other form of work. 

Stoppage of Child Marriage 

 Thimmulamma of GK Doddi village in Gattu mandal is a 12 year old girl. She is currently 

studying at the 6th class in the local school. Her parents wanted her to get married with a boy from 

M. Doddi village in the same mandal. Both families are dependent on agricultural labor. They 

decided to perform the marriage on February 13th. On noticing this, the local CRPF alerted all 

concerned parties and passed the information to M.V. Foundation. MVF volunteers and CRPF 

activists tried to convince the girl’s parents. As they weren’t ready to accept, they threatened to 

file a case. The marriage was turned down due to efforts by the activists. 


