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Glossary of Terms Used 

RTE  Right to Education 

CWSN  Children with Special Needs 

NCPCR National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

DEO  District Education Officer 

MEO  Mandal Education Officer 

CD  Compact Disc 

CRPF  Child Rights Protection Forum 

REPC  Right to Education Protection Committee 

TFCR  Teachers Forum for Child Rights 

SI  Sub-Inspector 

MPDO  Mandal Parishad Officer 

PHC  Primary Health Center 

ICDS  Integrated Child Development Scheme 

PO  Project Officer 

NREGS National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme\ 

IKP  Indira Kranthi Patham 

APM  Asst. Programme Manager 

ZPTC  Member – Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency 

MPP  Mandal Parishad President 

KGBV  Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 

RTI  Right to Information 

MPTC  Member – Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency 

CDPO  Child Development Project Officer 

CI  Circle Inspector 

VRO  Village Revenue Officer 

MRP  Mandal Resource Person 

RVM  Rajiv Vidya Mission 

ZPHS  Zilla Parishad High School 

SMC  School Management Committee 

SPD  State Project Director 

MLA  Member of Legislative Assembly 

SCPCR State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

HS  High School 

ASWO  Asst. Social Welfare Officer 

PS  Primary School 

BC  Backward Caste 

RDO  Revenue Division Officer 

MLC  Member of Legislative Council 

UPS  Upper Primary School 

PD  Project Director 

DRDA  District Rural Development Agency 

ST  Scheduled Tribe 

DTWO  District Tribal Welfare Officer 

RBC  Residential Bridge Course Camp



Background 

 

 Dharur, Gadwal, Gattu, and Maldakal mandals of Gadwal Assembly Constituency in 

Mahabubnagar district are notorious for the high incidence of child labour in cottonseed farms 

spread across hundreds of acres. A number of multinational cottonseed companies have set up 

enterprises in and around Gadwal. Hundreds of children below the age of 14 work on these hybrid 

cottonseed farms. A significant number of children are also employed in the tobacco processing 

industry. Hundreds of families migrate in quest of livelihoods. Bonded child labour is not unknown 

to the region. Most of the children from these families graze livestock to contribute to the family’s 

welfare. 

 

 MVF has been working to uphold children’s rights in Andhra Pradesh for nearly two 

decades now through the involvement of community groups. The organization also has had a 

longstanding presence in Gadwal constituency, where it has implemented this agenda through 

the medium of the CRPF, a community-based campaign committee, over the last half-decade or 

so. It is against this backdrop that Action Aid invited MVF to implement a campaign in the 4 

mandals of the constituency with the objective being to ensure effective implementation of the 

RTE Act. 

 

 The stated objectives of the campaign are: 

 

~ Create a social norm that ensures every child enjoys the right to education 

~ Catalyze the formation of community-based organizations with a view to sustain the 

campaign in the long run 

~ Build the capacities of SMCs to ensure effective implementation of the RTE Act 

~ Use meetings organized by the Gram Panchayat and other local institutions as a 

platform to send across a message to them in the context of the RTE Act 

~ Sensitize members of women’s groups formed under the IKP to the ill effects of child 

marriage and prepare them to campaign against child marriage and employment of girls 

in the cottonseed industry. 

~ Interact on an ongoing basis with officials of key line departments such as Revenue, 

Labor, Education, and Women & Child Development to involve them in the campaign. 

  

Groundwork 

 

 A planning meeting was held in the MVF office in Gadwal during the last week of 

December 2011 with participation of MVF Coordinator, Mr. Y. Rajendra Prasad, Project 

Coordinator, Mr. Shankar, and the core group. They discussed the status of child labour and 

chalked out strategies for program implementation. Subsequent to the meeting, mobilizers visited 

villages within the project area and interacted individually with key groups such as SHGs, SMC 

members, former Panchayat members, parents, and youth associations to introduce the agenda 

education, teacher and student irregularity. Impressed with the agenda, some Panchayat 

members offered to build up community support for public meetings and suggested those who 

could be included. Village Special Officers publicized these meetings through the Dandora in 

some villages.  

 



 The mobilizers next gathered basic information on the educational profile of the four 

mandals.  

 

Mandal Panchayats Habitations PS UPS HS 

Dharur 20 31 43 11 5 

Gadwal 15 8 17 6 6 

Gattu 15 12 21 9 6 

Maldakal 10 8 17 2 5 

Total 60 59 98 28 22 

 

 
 

Community meetings were held in all 4 mandals in accordance with the proposed 

schedule. They were given a brief insight into the history of the RTE Act and were informed that 

the Act had been passed with the objective of providing all children (6-14 years) with access to 

education. Listed below are the key provisions of the act. 

 

- All children aged 6-14 shall have access to free education, uniforms, and stationery in 

neighborhood schools. 

- The government shall make available basic infrastructure in all schools. 

- No fee shall be collected from any child whatsoever in government schools. 

- Ramps and other necessary arrangements shall be facilitated in schools for CWSNs. 

- It is not binding on children to submit any certificate whatsoever at the time of admission 

and a parental declaration shall be taken as proof of the child’s age or date of birth. 

- The gram panchayat must display all information relating to the children on the Panchayat 

Notice Board. 

- The government shall make free transport arrangements for children attending school at 

a distance of more than 3 kilometers. 
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- Private schools must not collect capitation fee or conduct eligibility tests. A penalty of up 

to Rs. 25,000/- shall be levied in case a test is held and an amount 10 times the capitation 

fee shall be recovered where applicable. 

- No teacher shall resort to corporal punishment. 

- No teacher shall undertake non-teaching duties other than census duty, election duty, and 

relief activity. 

- Incidents involving violation of the Act can be referred to the NCPCR, the District Collector, 

the DEO, the MEO, or the Gram Panchayat. 

The members were also informed that the custom of child marriage is one of the major 

causes for ineffective implementation of the RTE Act. Some members opined during the feedback 

sessions that instruction in the English medium could help enhance enrolment and retention levels 

unavailability of basic infrastructure in schools, and inaccessibility to public transport. 

Head teachers asked to make presentations on the school-going status of children, 

infrastructure, and school problems. Some former sarpanches asked them strongly what they had 

been doing to resolve these problems. Many parents and SHG members complained of poor 

quality of education and teacher absenteeism. The participants opined that they had understood 

their children’s entitlements under the act. They resolved to take part in special drives to reach 

out to long absentees and dropouts and to petition to the MEO, the PO-RVM, the DEO, and the 

NCPCR in the context of school infrastructure and quality education. 

Some parents were surprised to know that their children’s teachers had been collecting 

fees from the under some pretext or the other though they were not required to pay any fee 

whatsoever to the school. The teachers tried to evade the issue but those submitting complaints 

were persistent and teachers were forced to acknowledge that they had taken the fees. They also 

added that they alone were not in the wrong and blamed parents of not having sent their children 

to school regularly. It was decided that parents would ensure their children’s presence in school 

on a daily basis and that teachers would in turn impart quality education and not charge them any 

fee. 

The details of these meetings are as follows: 

Mandal Meetings Members 

Dharur 51 1,200 

Gadwal 23 1,000 

Gattu 27 775 

Maldakal 18 800 

Total 119 3775 



 

 Community groups filed 61 petitions in the context of school development, children’s 

entitlements under the RTE Act, and violation of children’s rights as a follow up to these meetings, 

the details of which are as follows: 

Mandal Petitions 

Dharur 38 

Gadwal 6 

Gattu 12 

Maldakal 5 

Total 61 
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Trainings for Local Community Members 

 REPCs were formed in all 119 villages of Mahabubnagar district with 1,750 socially 

conscious individuals drawn from among all sections of society. They were identified by 

consensus of the entire village based on their commitment to the cause of the child and on their 

willingness to spare time and efforts to uphold children’s right to education. Head teachers have 

been acting as Advisors to the REPC in some villages. The process of forming the REPC was not 

smooth. Some people felt that associating with the committee would involve financial dealings 

and vied for membership. Political parties interfered in the process of formation of the REPC in 

Kondapuram and Marlabeedu in Dharur mandal and Ananthapur in Gadwal mandal and tried to 

pressurize the mobilizers to include members that they had suggested in the committees. It was 

made clear to them that interest in children’s issues was the main criterion for an individual to be 

included in the committee and that no money flow would be involved during the course of 

functioning of the committee. A teacher from one school wished to be taken on to the committee 

but the villagers rejected this on the grounds that he could not act in a neutral manner.  

 Schedules were later fixed for the conduct of day-long village level orientation sessions 

for Panchayat members, SMC members, teachers, the REPC, SHGs and youth, during which 

they would be given intensive inputs on the RTE Act and their feedback would be sought on the 

status of the implementation of the RTE Act. 26 village and 2 mandal level orientation sessions 

were held on 28th February, 2012 in Gadwal with 55 REPC members attending from across the 

project area. Mr. Y. Rajendra Prasad provided as the resource person on this occasion. He 

addressed members on their entitlements and on the mechanisms available to redress issues 

relating to violation of the RTE Act. 36 petitions in the context of violation of the RTE Act were 

submitted to him in his capacity as State Representative of the NCPCR. 

 REPC members followed up these sessions with monitoring visits to 33 schools during 

they identified areas of non-adherence to norms of the RTE Act. Details of the REPCs formed, 

the number of members, and school visits by them are below.  
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Mandal REPC Members School Visits 

Dharur 51 555 16 

Gadwal 23 409 8 

Gattu 27 565 6 

Maldakal 18 230 3 

Total 119 1,759 33 

 

 

 

The details of the training sessions are: 
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Mandal Villages Members Date of Training Resource Personnel Members 

Dharur  263 - - - 

Gadwal 3 77 April 4th, 2012 District Coordinator, MRP, 
Mobilizers 

 

Gattu 4 25 - - - 

Maldakal 2 35 March 31st, 2012 MEO, District Coordinator, 
Mobilizers 

33 

Total 26 400 - - 58 
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Rallies 

Rallies were held in Guntapally, Madanapally, and Sangala villages of Gadwal mandal 

with 22, 20, and 25 members respectively to highlight the need for effective implementation of 

the RTE Act. One girl from Sangala that had dropped out of Class 6 a year ago, was linked to 

the KGBV through the rally. 
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The following are the slogans raised by participants during the rally. 

Baalyam Pillala Hakku – Childhood is the right of the child 

Pillalapai Pani Bhaaram Vadhhe Vadhhu – Children must never be burdened with work 

Amalu Parachaali Amalu Parachaali / Vidya Hakku Chattaanni Amalu Parachaali – (The 

Act) must be implemented / The RTE Act must be implemented 

Pillalundaalsina Chotu Paatasaalale – School is the only place where children must be 

Aada Pillalante Alusaa? / Annintlo Mundhuntaam Thelusaa? – Why is there an 

indifference towards the girl child? Do you know that we are at the forefront in all (spheres 

of activity)? 

Chadhavaali Edhagaali Aada Pillalu / Adhi Choosi Muravaali Thalli Thandrulu – Girls must 

study and progress / Parents must see this and feel happy 

Pillalu Badiki Peddalu Paniki – Elders (must go) to work and children must go to school 

Illaali Chadhuvu Intiki Velugu – Literacy of the housewife is the light of the household. 

Publicity Material 

219 campaign posters with information on children’s entitlements under the RTE Act were 

disseminated among the community in Mahabubnagar district, to which the details are 

shown below.  

Mandal Posters 

Dharur 71 

Gadwal 58 

Gattu 60 

Maldakal 30 

Total 219 



 

The posters were stuck at public places such as the court in Gadwal, Panchayat offices, 

schools, police stations, hospitals, mandal offices, the Mandal Resource Center, and walls 

of private schools. 
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STORIES FROM THE FIELD 

The head teacher of UPS Maddelabanda, Maldakal mandal had formed an SMC 

in the school without involving any of the villagers. He had included names of some REPC 

members without informing them. Upon coming to know this, they took up the issue with 

teachers and told them that they should have adhered to the prescribed norms while 

forming the SMC. Three locals competed for the post of vice-chairperson and neither was 

dissuaded when they were told that they were expected to devote time for school 

development. The REPC members decided to eliminate two of them from the race and 

told them that a school required a bore well. Any of them who was willing to bear the cost 

of the bore well would be selected as vice-chairperson. They still remained unfazed. They 

were asked to resolve the issue through mutual consent, after which Thippanna was made 

vice-chairperson. He spent Rs. 35,000 on the bore well. He later approached a girl who 

had migrated from the village for a 4 month period and had her readmitted into a local 

school with assistance by the REPC. A second girl – also, a migrant – was admitted into 

a seasonal hostel. A boy who was employed in the brick kiln was admitted into the high 

school. 

PS Marlabeedu, Dharur mandal had been facing an acute shortage of drinking 

water. Most of the 242 children on attendance rolls had been getting by on their own supply 

of water. A meeting was held in the school to discuss this issue. Some parents strongly 

questioned the MEO and the MRP, in this regard. They dissolved their answer by claiming 

that they had referred the issue to higher ups. The participants warned them that they 

would stage a protest at the MPDO’s office. Some women rang up the MPDO immediately 

and asked him to wrinkle out the situation. He informed them that he had taken up the 

issue with the special officer. Remaining unconvinced, a group of 40 women squatted at 

the MPDO’s office with water pots. The MPDO immediately had an estimate drawn up and 

released an amount of Rs. 2 lakhs towards construction of the bore well.  

40 children from Aluvalapadu, Dharur mandal had been attending high school 

sections in schools from other villages. Having identified the issue, the REPC, Panchayat 

members, and SMC members came up with a demand to have the school upgraded to 

the status of high school. The MEO promised a school if they identified some land. The 

REPC and some parents spoke to the owners of a patch of land beside the school. He 

had been approached by the head teacher in this regard earlier but had refused to cede 

the land. REPC members offered to arrange alternative land for him through the 

government if he agreed to part with his land. He finally consented and the land was 

transferred to the school. The SMC and REPC also followed up with 16 long dropouts to 

school. 

The head teacher of PS Ganganpally, Dharur mandal requested SMC members 

during one of their meetings to help him in getting the flooring work done. The costs were 

estimated at Rs. 26,000/-. SMC member, P. Narasimhulu, and SMC vice-chairperson, 

Jayanna, promised to sponsor the necessary tiles. Former Sarpanch, Pratap Reddy, 

permitted them to use his tractor. The work was completed within a month’s time, after 

which a public meeting was held to felicitate the donors in the presence of the children’s 

parents. Responding to another request by the head teacher, Congress Party leader, 

Jayasimha Reddy sponsored 150 plates at a cost of approximately Rs. 4,000/-. Three 



dropouts from the local highschool were followed up with to ensure that they appeared for 

their 10th class exams. 

The head teacher of PS Kondapuram, Dharur mandal objected when the SMC 

members questioned him during their inaugural meeting about the poor status of 

implementation on the midday meal scheme and told them that they had no business 

assembling in his school. The midday meal agency had been cooking just 11 kilograms of 

rice for more than 300 children. The head teacher involved the MEO and a teachers’ union 

to resolve this issue. A coordination meeting was arranged through the teachers’ union. 

Nearly all head teachers from across the mandal vocally protested the SMC’s critique of 

their functioning. The MEO told teachers that it would be better if they mended their ways. 

UPS Chintharevula, Dharur mandal had 200 children on attendance rolls. The 

school had given 14 computer systems but had no bathrooms and water facilities. The 

owners of the vacant patch of land beside the school refused to give away their land. SMC 

and CRPF members counseled them at length to donate the land to the school, promising 

that they would be given the status of donor if doing so. They were initially reluctant but 

later agreed. They donated enough land to construct 4 classrooms. Some classrooms and 

bathrooms are being constructed now. 30 long-term dropouts were also brought back to 

school over the next week and 3 migrant girls linked to KGBV hostels. 25 girls from nearby 

Peddapadu village were enrolled into a KGBV hostel and 10 long-term dropouts were 

followed up with in addition. 

The head teacher and teachers of PS Eedugonipally, Gadwal mandal were highly 

irregular to their duties. REPC members noted during one of their visits that only 20 of the 

60 children on attendance rolls were present in school. They spoke to the children’s 

parents, who complained of the poor quality of food being provided. The rice was also 

being stored in workers’ homes. Teachers had been neglecting the children. Members 

summoned workers to a meeting and had them questioned. The workers informed them 

that their margin had gone down due to rates of inflation. Some SHG members offered to 

cook the midday meal at the same margin if they withdrew. Surprised by this turn of events, 

the agency workers promised to improve the quality of meals provided to children. The 

head teacher was also asked to track supply of rice and was warned that a complaint 

would be lodged against him if he did not comply. A petition has been relayed to the MEO 

for construction of a compound wall and bathrooms. 

Petitions were submitted to the MEO for construction of classrooms, provision of 

drinking water, and recruitment of additional teachers in both the primary school and high 

school Kondapuram, Dharur mandal. A bore well was drilled in the primary school but no 

water was struck due to the rocky nature of the soil. Work began on the construction of 

classrooms. 20 long-term dropouts were also retained into schools. Musical drums worth 

Rs. 10,000/- were donated by locals. There has been no change in the supply of drinking 

water in the high school as a bore well has yet to be drilled. 8 classrooms have been 

sanctioned in the school complex and work has started. Village elders donated 3 almirahs 

to the school and personally followed up with 13 children to the school. 

The head teacher of PS Upperu, Dharur mandal had collected Rs. 50/- per child 

towards issuance of transfer certificates. The school’s bathrooms were also not being 

maintained properly. These issues came to the notice of the REPC and they prepared a 



petition accordingly. Having knowledge of this, the head teacher took signed declarations 

from the children’s parents to the effect that they had not paid any fee to him and that the 

children had also received a free supply of notebooks. He also got some grass outgrowth 

in one of the bathrooms cleared and had the location photographed to prove to authorities 

that they were in order. This issue is being cleared up by the district officials. 

70 of the 184 children on attendance rolls in UPS Nettempadu, Dharur mandal had 

dropped out of school. The issue was taken up with the SMC. They decided to undertake 

a special drive to bring 13 children who had never been to school and also followed up 

with 20 dropouts to school. REPC members also noted that no bathroom facilities had 

been constructed in the school. They accordingly petitioned the MEO, who spoke to the 

district officials and promised to have the issue resolved. They also had the old panchayat 

building, which was located in the same compound, sealed off. 

Members of the newly formed REPC in Penchikalapadu, Gattu mandal ere 

informed during one of their visits that children commuting to the Panchayat headquarters 

6 kilometers away had no proper bus transport. They petitioned the Depot Manager of the 

state run Transport Corporation and the MEO but there was no response. The manager 

replied that he had introduced a bus in the past but no one from the village had been using 

the service. In his best interest, the Depot Manager agreed to resume the service if the 

REPC assured him that no private vehicles existed in the village. The members also 

undertook a door-to-door motivation effort to bring 5 children to school. 

420 children were enrolled in HS Jammichedu, Gadwal mandal. Eight teachers 

had been posted in the school to cater to the academic needs. The school had 7 

classrooms, where 2 had been dumped with construction. The building had been 

constructed on some private property but the government had claimed that the land had 

been encroached upon. The purported owner of the land got a certificate from the Gram 

Panchayat stating that the land belonged to him. The MEO summoned him to a meeting 

and asked him to consider the possibility of handing over the land to the school in 

consideration for another patch of land nearby. He promised to speak to his family and 

take a decision. 

Members of the newly formed REPC in Sangala, Gadwal mandal noted during a 

visit that the services of the children enrolled there were being employed by their teachers 

to perform small chores. The quality of the stew prepared was shoddy and only half an 

egg was being served to each child a month. The head teacher was taken to task and was 

warned that the children would be shifted to private school if he persisted with his actions. 

He summoned the midday meal agency workers to a meeting and warned them that they 

would stand to lose if the children left the school. The head teacher has promised to mend 

his ways since then. 

An amount of Rs. 120/- was being charged towards ties and belts in HS Elukuru, 

Maldakal mandal. Members of the newly formed REPC convened a meeting in the school 

with the children to discuss the issue. They did not speak in the teachers’ presence, but 

shared the issue with visitors later. The REPC Convener pointed out to the head teacher 

that this was against the RTE Act. The latter informed that he could not do much about it, 

as he had already bought the ties and belts. However, he promised not to collect any 

money from the following year. 



The REPC noted during a visit to HS Maldakal that the stew was very thin, as a 

result of which, 50 out of the 350 children enrolled there had been going home for lunch. 

The head teacher had been absent from his duties during the two days prior to their visit. 

They petitioned the MEO and the Deputy DEO and urged the teacher who had been 

placed in charge of the school to streamline the implementation of the midday meal 

scheme. 

The REPC petitioned the MEO for additional buildings and a compound wall to be 

constructed for UPS KT Doddi in Gattu mandal. The school had only 3 classrooms. An old 

building used by the school had been damaged during a storm more than a decade ago 

and was on the verge of collapsing. The REPC decided to raze the building and 

approached the RVM officials, who declined to take up responsibility. The villagers 

decided to take up this activity themselves and have planned it accordingly. 

REPC members in Nadine, Gattu mandal submitted petitions to officials for 

infrastructure development at the primary school and the high school. Drinking water, 

additional classrooms, and a compound wall were sanctioned to be constructed in the 

primary school. Two rooms, in addition, were also sanctioned for the primary school. 

Garbage that was being dumped near the road leading to the high school was being 

cleared. 14 children enrolled in the primary school and 2 enrolled in the high school.  

490 children had been enrolled in HS Upperu, Dharur mandal, but the school 

lacked a facility for drinking water, and children had to travel a distance of one kilometer. 

There was no water to wash their hands after the midday meal. A petition was submitted 

to the MPDO during a public meeting, after which a bore well was drilled in the school and 

12 taps were fitted. In addition, bathrooms have also been constructed.  

Only 4 classrooms were available for 180 children in UPS Guntapally, Gadwal 

mandal. REPC members petitioned the MEO for additional classrooms, a compound wall, 

a ramp, and bathrooms. Two classrooms have been constructed and a ramp has also 

been provided. Work on the bathrooms is in progress. 


