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Glossary of Terms Used 

RTE  Right to Education 

CWSN  Children with Special Needs 

NCPCR National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

DEO  District Education Officer 

MEO  Mandal Education Officer 

CD  Compact Disc 

CRPF  Child Rights Protection Forum 

REPC  Right to Education Protection Committee 

TFCR  Teachers Forum for Child Rights 

SI  Sub-Inspector 

MPDO  Mandal Parishad Officer 

PHC  Primary Health Center 

ICDS  Integrated Child Development Scheme 

PO  Project Officer 

NREGS National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme\ 

IKP  Indira Kranthi Patham 

APM  Asst. Programme Manager 

ZPTC  Member – Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency 

MPP  Mandal Parishad President 

KGBV  Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 

RTI  Right to Information 

MPTC  Member – Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency 

CDPO  Child Development Project Officer 

CI  Circle Inspector 

VRO  Village Revenue Officer 

MRP  Mandal Resource Person 

RVM  Rajiv Vidya Mission 

ZPHS  Zilla Parishad High School 

SMC  School Management Committee 

SPD  State Project Director 

MLA  Member of Legislative Assembly 

SCPCR State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

HS  High School 

ASWO  Asst. Social Welfare Officer 

PS  Primary School 

BC  Backward Caste 

RDO  Revenue Division Officer 

MLC  Member of Legislative Council 

UPS  Upper Primary School 

PD  Project Director 

DRDA  District Rural Development Agency 

ST  Scheduled Tribe 

DTWO  District Tribal Welfare Officer 

RBC  Residential Bridge Course Camp



Background 

 

 M.V. Foundation has been addressing the issue of child rights protection in Andhra 

Pradesh through a community-based approach for nearly 2 decades now. It has also made a 

presence in Mahabubnagar District, where it is focusing on forming and building the capacities of 

community-based organizations to take ahead the agenda of upholding child rights. Against this 

backdrop, the organization in partnership with Action Aid has initiated the project “Campaign for 

Enrolment of Out-of-School Children and Implementation of the Right to Education Act in 20 Gram 

Panchayats of Dharur Mandal of Mahabubnagar District”. The project that covers 31 villages 

spread over 20 panchayats was launched in January 2013 with the objective of creating a social 

norm which ensures that every child enjoys his or her right to education as envisaged in the RTE 

Act (2009).  

 

The specific objectives of the programme are to: 

 Catalyze the formation of community-based organizations with a view to sustain the 

campaign in the long run 

 Build the capacities of SMCs to ensure effective implementation of the RTE Act 

 Use meetings organized by the gram panchayat and other local institutions as a 

platform to send across a message to them in the context of the RTE Act 

 Sensitize members of women’s groups formed under the IKP to the ill effects of child 

marriage and prepare them to campaign against child marriage and employment of 

girls in the cottonseed industry 

 ,Interact on an ongoing basis with officials of key line departments such as Revenue, 

Labour, Education, and Women & Child Development to involve them in the campaign 

As part of the project, the following activities would be carried out: 

- Formation of REPCs 

- Community Meetings 

- Rallies 

- Formation of Mahila Child Rights Forum 

- Child surveys 

- Enrolment of children into schools 

- Facilitation of school visits by SMCs and REPCs, CRPF, Panchayats, etc. 

- Petitions to the government 

- Trainings to the SMCs, REPCs, Panchayat members, youth, and other stakeholders 

- One-day camps 

- Stopping child marriages 

Achievements 

 1,285 school dropouts/irregular children who were either admitted/re-admitted into 

schools 

 Children studying in more than 50 schools regularly monitored by different stakeholders 

 SMCs have been meeting regularly once every two months 

 All schools were regularly visited by SMCs, CRPF members, SHG group leaders, REPC 

members, Gram Panchayat members 



 MDM, quality of education, teacher’s punctuality, children’s attendance entitlements under 

RTE regularly monitored by stakeholders 

 More than a hundred petitions submitted towards shortage of teachers, lack of facilities, 

non-receipt of entitlements 

 As a result, the pressure built on administration, most of the problems were solved or in 

the process of being resolved 

 A similar programme was initiated in 4 neighboring mandals (viz. Gadwal, Gattu, Maldakal, 

and Leeza) 

 A total of 281 training programmes was organized with 6,227 members participating. SMC 

members, youth, CRPF activists, REPC activists, SHG group leaders and members, 

Panchayat Sarpanches, and members trained/oriented on RTE, facilities in schools, and 

problems of girl children 

 Rallies, petitions, surveys, and other activities were employed as a powerful means to 

mobilize the public opinion in favor of child rights 

 21 child marriages stopped 

A brief account of the activities carried out under this programme: 

 Formation of Right to Education Protection Committees (REPCs) 

o During the first quarter, REPCs were formed in habitations where they were not 

yet existent. They were formed to serve the following objectives: 

 To check whether provisions of the RTE Act are being implemented or not 

 To give wider publicity to and campaign for the implementation of the RTE 

Act 

 To enable parents to understand the provisions of the RTE Act 

 To ensure effective implementation of MDM and other provisions 

 To ensure proper functioning of teachers (Sec. 24 of the Act) and regular 

attendance of children 

 To ensure imparting of quality education 

 To help in the process of social auditing 

o These committees were formed with youth interested in working for children and 

their rights. As a part of the previous programme. REPCs were formed in 35 

habitations and during the current year, by the end of the first quarter, REPCs were 

formed in the remaining 13 habitations. 

 Community Meetings 

o During the year, 617 meetings were held at different levels (viz. village, cluster, 

and mandal levels taking place with different stakeholders as displayed in the table 

below): 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S. No. Stakeholder Group No. of Meetings No. of Participants 

1 SMCs 148 4,453 

2 SMC Chairmen 3 110 

3 CRPF 94 2,177 

4 Adolescent Girls 70 1,850 

5 Gram Panchayat Meetings 54 892 

6 SHG Meetings 106 2,006 

7 Youth Meetings 90 2,228 

8 Teachers 52 506 

Total 617 14,222 

 

Following are some of the issues that have come up for discussion during meetings with 

the community: 

- In Dharur mandal and other areas, where the activity is going on, the shortage of 

school teachers is an acute problem. There are schools with single teachers and 

schools with no teachers as well. A memorandum was submitted to the member of 

NCPCR, Ms. Dipa Dixit, by the SMC Chairmen and CRPF representatives during her 

visit to Hyderabad on September 4th, 2013 about the shortage of teachers, lack of 

amenities in schools, and accommodation. The issue has been widely debated in all 

meetings and a lot of pressure was built by the stakeholders on various officials. When 

the mandal CRPF unit filed a petition in the High Court of Andhra Pradesh about the 

shortage of teachers, the District Collector sanctioned 145 Vidya Volunteers to be 

posted in three mandals including Dharur. In the first quarter of 2013, the MEO 

sanctioned 7 Vidya Volunteer to be assigned to the primary school in Mannanoor. 

- Teacher punctuality was also another important issue debated extensively during 

these meetings. In many places, action has been initiated on erring teachers. For 

example, in the last quarter of 2013, two head masters were transferred to different 

places as they were not discharging their duties properly. In some places, panchayat 

sarpanches took the lead role in issuing warnings to school teachers to attend schools 

regularly or else face the consequence of being transferred. 

- Farmers employing children on seed farms were warned of severe consequences if 

they continued with child labour. In many villages, CRPF units, REPCs, SMC 

members, and Panchayat members held negotiations with seed farmers to convince 

them not to engage children. 

- SMC members, CRPF, REPCs, youth, adolescent girls, and Panchayats all took an 

active role in mobilizing children into schools. 

- During the mandal level meeting that SMC chairmen held in the month of September, 

it was decided to federate the body at the mandal level. Accordingly, the Association 

of Mandal level SMC chairmen was formed, with a chairman and a core committee 

comprised of 6 members. Mr. Bhim Reddy, the Chairman, SMC, ZP High School, 

Kondapur was elected as the Chairman and the Chairmen of SMCs from Revulapally, 

Ushirvardhanpally, Neelahalli, Bhimapuram, Dornala (2 members) have been elected 

to the core committee. 

- In many villages, youth and CRPF took the initiative to clean the schools’ premises, 

cleaning the overhead tanks in schools, and tracking the attendance of children in 

schools. 



- The midday meal was also another important concern. In many schools, there were 

complaints about the implementation of the programme regarding taste, quantity, food 

prepared at the homes of SHG leaders, etc. SMCs, youth, parents, CRPF, and 

Panchayat officials all pitched in to this programme. Regular monitoring and matching 

the MDM attendance with school attendance exposed many irregularities. Though no 

severe action was initiated, there has been great improvement in the service of the 

MDM in almost all schools.  

Rallies 

- On different occasions, rallies were held to generate public awareness on the issues 

concerned with children in large villages and mandal headquarters.  

- In the months of January and February, rallies were organized with participation by 

CRPF, youth, SMC chairmen, and teachers denouncing child labour and to implement 

the RTE Act. 

- In the second quarter of 2013, rallies were organized on the eve of international Anti-

Child Labour Day and also on the occasion of reopening day of schools. 

- In the third quarter of 2013, on the occasion of Independence Day, rallies wee 

organized in all villages. 

- In the last quarter of 2013, on the occasion of UNCRC and Children’s Day, rallies were 

held in all the villages. 

- On December 12th, rallies were organized protesting child marriage. 

- In Dharur mandal, a total of 130 rallies were organized with a participation by nearly 

6,500 people. 

- In Gattu mandal, 18 rallies were organized with 450 members. In Maldakal mandal, 9 

rallies were organized with 450 members. In Gadwal, 14 rallies were organized with 

700 persons. 

Mahila Child Rights Protection Forum 

- The project staff held its meeting in the first week of April, noting that, for various 

reasons, young girls were getting married in large numbers and that unless more 

women joined the movement for protection of girls, it would forever remain a difficult 

task to stop child marriages. In this respect, the idea of organizing women into a 

specialized forum was drawn up. It was decided to organize meetings with women in 

all clusters and villages. Thus, meetings with women were held in all villages. MVF 

volunteers helped them understand the status of girls in Dharur mandal. In their 

presentations, they highlighted the educational status of girl children, the employment 

of girls in various kinds of work with a focus on cottonseed farms, early marriages and 

the health hazards for girls arising thereof, and participants deciding to work for 

achieving the twin objectives of prevention of child marriage and the promotion of girl 

child education. They preferred to refer to the forum as Mahila-CRPF. They also 

decided to organize a simple survey on girl children between 13 and 15 years in all 

villages of Dharur mandal and understand their status. 

- From the survey, age, educational status, the nature of the work (if the girl was 

working) and information on the proposal for marriage was captured in respect to every 

girl in this age group). The survey was conducted in 39 villages/habitations out of a 

total of 49. The 10 villages were small habitations with two or three households were 

not factored in.  



Survey Findings 

No. of girls (13-15 years) 1,033 No of girls (working on cottonseed farms) 498 

No. of girls studying 457 No. of girls whose marriage is fixed/proposed 106 

No. of school dropouts 265 No. of marriages stopped 22 

Girls who never enrolled 311 No. of girls admitted into schools 20 

OSC/Child Labourers 576 No. of girls not admitted 2 

 

Once the survey was over, a meeting of all village level committees was convened on 

April 17th where the Mandal Development Officer (MPDO) and the State Coordinator-M.V. 

Foundation, Mr. Y. Rajendra Prasad, also participated. In this meeting, members of the village 

level committees explained their findings. They revealed that out of 1,033 girls in the age group 

(13-15 years) nearly 10 percent (i.e., 106 girls were going to be married off) declaring that there 

was an urgency to have these marriages stopped. They requested the MPDO to support them in 

this effort. In the same meeting, village level committees of Mahila-CRPF federated themselves 

into Mandal Mahila CRPF.  

The MPDO who attended the meeting later 

shared the issue of child marriages with the Tehsildar 

and both of them decided to take up the issue in the 

forthcoming Revenue Sadassulu (Revenue 

Conferences) to be held in all villages as part of a state 

government programme. During these conferences, the 

Tehsildar took up the issue of child marriages. Parents 

of girls whose marriage was either fixed or proposed 

were summoned specifically to attend the meeting in 

every village. In these public meetings, the Tehsildar 

explained to the general public that the administration 

will not accept child marriages. He explained the health 

hazards and legal implications of child marriages and 

warned that cases will be booked against those who 

support child marriage. He issued directions to all the 

Revenue Department personnel to act promptly on 

impending child marriages and stop them. Later, he met 

the parents of the girls separately and counseled them.  

As a result of this, marriages of 22 young girls 

were stopped; however, the remaining parents promised 

the Tehsildar that they will not go to perform their 

daughters’ marriages, but did so in other villages in a 

clandestine manner. 

Survey 

 A survey was organized in January and 

December to ascertain the status of children. The survey 

in January revealed the following: 

During the survey, women in Ganganpally village 

understood that marriage for the 14-year old girl, K. 

Vinoda, studying in 9th class was being considered 

and that her father was looking for a suitable groom. 

Her elder brother was pursuing graduation. Activists 

gave counseling to her brother and her parents. As 

a result, the girl’s problem was solved before the 

marriage was fixed.  

In the cases of other girls, one also named Vinoda 

(studying in 9th class), the daughter of Pentaiah from 

Venkatapuram village, while the other named B. 

Thirumalamma (studying in 8th class), the daughter 

of Thimmappa from Somapuram village, both 14 

year olds, resolving the issue has become a bit 

difficult. This was due to the marriage being fixed, 

alimony being paid for, and the grooms being 16 year 

olds. Upon discovering this information during the 

survey, a collective group of officials counseled both 

sides about the laws regarding child marriage and 

also about the health hazards. Since the parents of 

both girls were not at all complying to listen, activists 

resorted to issuing a police complaint against them. 

With the potential of this threat, the parents were 

quick to oblige and withdraw their refusal and had 

both marriages stopped.   

Currently, all three girls are admitted into school and 

are studying in higher classes. 



 There are 8,875 children (4,620 boys and 4,417 girls) in all habitations covered under the 

project. Out of the total, 16% of the boys and 21% of the girls are not in school. On the 

whole, 18% of children are not in school.  

 The survey that was organized in December revealed that there were still 1,735 children 

out-of-school out a total of 11,324 children in the age group of 6 to 14 years. Out of school 

children constituted 15.32%.  

Enrolment 

For enrolling out of school children, MVF followed different strategies. While identifying 

individual children and convincing them and their parents together, involving different groups in 

the identification, convincing parents, and organizing enrolment drives was another. There are 

also out of school children who are admitted into schools on the conclusion of various mobilization 

activities. In December, a one-day camp was organized with 142 children, out of whom 44 children 

were admitted. On the whole, through the combined efforts of different stakeholders over the year, 

a total of 1,285 children were enrolled in schools (including KGBVs). Of them, 1,128 were admitted 

in Dharur (104 in KGBVs and 72 in hostels). In other mandals, 157 children were admitted as 

shown below: 

Dharur Mandal 

 In the first quarter of 2013, 214 children were admitted in schools (21 into KGBVs) 

through an enrolment drive. 

 In the second quarter of 2013, 20 girls were admitted into various schools after their 

early marriages were stopped with the help of Mahila—CRPF in Dharur mandal. Of 

this number, 14 were admitted into KGBVs. 

 In the same quarter 362 children were either admitted or readmitted during the 

enrolment drive taken up at the time of schools’ reopening. Of them 69 girls were 

admitted in KGBVs and another 72 – both boys and girls – were admitted into welfare 

hostels also. 

 In the third quarter of 2013, activists and SMCs organized a campaign to take children 

out from seed farms and have them enrolled into schools As a result, 45 children were 

enrolled into schools in Dharur mandal. 

 During the enrolment drive, 357 children were enrolled. 

 44 children were admitted as a follow-up measure after the one day camp was 

organized in the last quarter. 

 Another 186 children were enrolled in December as an effort to mobilize children to 

school. 

Other Mandals 

 In the second quarter, 59 children were admitted into schools in Maldakal mandal. in the 

same quarter, 50 children were admitted in Gattu, and 48 in Gadwal were admitted. 

 School visits by SMCs, youth, CRPF, women’s groups, and Panchayat Sarpanches were 

undertaken during the first and second quarters of 2013. Though all 52 schools were 

visited in the first quarter, only a few problems captured the attention of visitors. In this 

visit, it was observed that the midday meal scheme in one school, was not served 

correctly. Furthermore, 7 schools had problems related to drinking water, 3 schools did 

not have toilets, kitchen sheds needed to be built or repaired in 4 schools. In 3 schools, 



teachers were found to not be maintaining timings, In 4 schools, there was a need for 

additional accommodation and quality of teaching was poor in 3 schools. In 7 schools, 

textbooks were partially supplied. In 2 schools, uniforms were partially supplied. There are 

114 children with special needs. None were given the necessary equipment. 16 schools 

had children traveling from far-off villages. All the children needed to take the services of 

private autos to travel as the state-owned APSRTC buses do not operate services and no 

travel allowance was bestowed on them. 

 In the third quarter, special committees were constituted of SMC chairmen, Sarpanches, 

CRPF committee members, and SHGs to check the quality of the MDM scheme, the 

availability of different amenities in schools (toilets and water supply), accommodation 

issues and supply of entitlements (textbooks, uniforms) and other problems like 

reimbursement of travel allowances, etc. These committees visited 10 primary schools, 6 

upper primary schools, and 4 high schools in the mandal during August and September. 

The findings are depicted below. 

S.No. Problem No. of Schools  S.No. Problem No. of Schools 

Problems Related to Midday Meals 

1) Eggs Not Given 16  2) Low Quality Rice 12 

3) Food Prepared at Cooks’ Homes 4  4) Ration at Cooks’ Homes 5 

5) Kitchen Sheds 13  6) Vegetables (not served) 20 

7) Discrimination 1     

Issues Related to Entitlements 

1) Uniforms 10  2) Textbooks 10 

Issues Related to Basic Amenities & Other Infrastructural Issues 

1) Toilets Needed 30  2) Addl. Accommodation 25 

3) Drinking Water 20  4) Rooms Needing Repair 24 

5) Compound Walls 18  6) Gates For Compound Wall 16 

7) Shortage of Teachers All  8) Irregular Teachers 9 

9) Schools with no Teachers 2  10) Teachers Deputed 6 

11) Single-Teacher Schools 4  12) Travel Allowance 9 

 

 In addition to these visits, CRPF mandal units in Dharur, Gadwal, Gattu, and Maldakal 

have visited various schools in their respective mandals in the second quarter of 2013 and 

exposed problems as cited below: 

Schools No. of 
Schools 
Visited 

Number of Schools Having Problems of… 

Water Toilets Teachers Accomm. Text 
Books 

Midday 
Meals 

Comp. 
Wall 

Uniforms Playground 

Dharur Mandal 

Primary 26 23 20 18 15 10 16 17 3 22 

UPS 8 6 8 8 6 6 4 6 0 8 

High 
Schools 

6 4 3 4 1 4 2 1 0 4 

Maldakal Mandal 

Primary 2 2 2 2 1 - 1 - - 2 

UPS 1 1 1 1 - - 1 - - 1 

High 
School 

1 - - - - - - - - - 



Gattu Mandal 

Primary 3 3 3 3 3 - 1 2 - 3 

UPS 2 2 2 2 2 - 1 2 - 2 

High 
School 

1 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 

Gadwal Mandal 

Primary 3 3 3 3 2 - 1 3 - 3 

UPS 1 1 1 1 0 - 1 1 - 1 

High 
School 

1 1 0 1 1 - - 1 - 1 

 

Petitions 

 In the process of enabling the stakeholders understand the different problems and their 

relation to the attendance of children in school, MVF also facilitated them to build pressure on the 

government agencies through petitions and urgings. As mentioned elsewhere in the report, the 

petition to the High Court by the mandal CRPF unit, Dharur has forced the District Collector to 

immediately sanction 145 Vidya Volunteers. On various occasions, SMC chairmen, Panchayat 

Sarpanches, CRPF, and youth submitted petitions to various authorities that included the MEO, 

the DEO, the District Collector, and a member of NCPCR. The following table states the petitions 

submitted in the second quarter of 2013. 

Mandal/Cluster School Problems Raised in the Petition  Problem Resolved 

Dharur/Kondapur 
Cluster 

MPPS, Lalpur Demand for addnl. Teachers - 

MPUP School, Guvvaladinne School upgradation, toilets, drinking 
water, addnl. accommodation, addnl. 
teachers, reimbursement of transport 
costs, and provision of transport facilities 

Upgradation of school 
completed but due to 
lack of teachers, 
students did not join 
the high school 

MPUP School, Pagunta Addnl. accommodation, transport facility 
and reimbursement of transport costs, 
compound wall, addnl. teachers (only 
one teacher) 

- 

Dharur/Pathapalem 
Cluster 

MPUP School, Pathapalem Provision of transport facility and 
reimbursement of transport costs, toilets, 
addnl. teachers (only 2 teachers) 

Toilets issue resolved 

MPUP School, Pathapalem Upgradation of school, provision of 
transport and reimbursement of travel 
costs, toilets, compound wall, and 
teachers (only one teacher) 

- 

Dharur/Chintharevula 
Cluster 

MPUP School, Garlapadu Upgradation of school and provision of 
transport and reimbursement of travel 
costs 

School was upgraded, 
though there were no 
teachers, as students 
did not join high 
school 

MPUP School, Bhimapuram Upgradation of school and provision of 
transport and reimbursement of travel 
costs 

- 

MPP School, Revulapally Provision of toilets and drinking water Both resolved 



Dharur/Mannapuram 
Cluster 

MPUP School, Mannapuram Provision of toilets, drinking water, and 
addnl. accommodation 

Water problem 
resolved 

 MPUP School, Rayalampadu Provision of toilets, drinking water, and 
addnl. teachers 

Addnl. teachers given 

 MPUP School, Chinapadu Drinking water, addnl. teachers, 
compound wall, and toilets 

- 

Dharur/Gudemdaddi 
Cluster 

MPUP School, Nettempadu School upgradation, addnl. teachers, 
toilets, and transport facility and 
reimbursement of travel costs 

- 

 MPP School, Gudemdaddi Compound Wall, Toilets - 

 

In the non-project mandals also, different 

sections were mobilized to submit petitions 

regarding resolution of problems and for 

upgradation of schools as detailed below:

 

In Gadwal mandal, demands were raised to 

upgrade the UP schools in Sangala, Borelli, 

and Karmal. 

In Maldakal mandal, demands were raised for 

upgradation of the UP schools in 

Maddelabanda, Unigepally, and KR Cheruvu.  

In Gattu mandal, demands were raised for 

upgrading the UP schools in Kuchinerla, GK 

Doddi, and YT Doddi villages. Though the 

school in Kuchinerla was upgraded, teachers 

were not placed as students did not join the 

high school classes. 

Demands were raised from all the villages for 

providing transport and also for reimbursement of travel costs. 

In the third quarter, the following petitions were submitted from Dharur mandal: 

 For additional accommodations, demands were made in respect of 15 schools. 

 For amenities like water and toilets, demands were generated in respect of all the schools 

in the mandal. 

 For travel allowance, 19 schools were covered. 

 For compound wall, 19 schools were covered. 

 All schools were covered for additional teachers. 

Orientation/Trainings 

 In the months of April and May, orientation programmes on RTE entitlements were 

conducted in which REPC members, SMC members, and youth all participated. This event was 

organized for one day at the village level in 4 mandals. In Dharur mandal, at 48 places, this event 

was organized in which 1,224 people took part. Similarly, in Gattu mandal, at 5 places with 

The half-hearted attempts 

As there was no high school in Guvvaladinne, a 

village in Dharur mandal, every year almost all the 

girls and the majority of the boys discontinued their 

education after 8th class. The nearest high school is 

located at a distance of 7 kilometers and there is no 

transport facility also. During the previous academic 

year, 8th class pass-outs (12 students) dropped out of 

schools, solely due to this reason. This year, the 

efforts of REPC, SMC, and CRPF along with the 

District Collector, District Educational Officer, and the 

Project Officer of the Rajiv Vidya Mission (SSA) 

resulted in the upgradation of the UP school in to a 

high school but authorities still have yet to appoint 

teachers. Therefore, no student has joined the high 

school sections. MVF could ensure admission of all 

the 30 boys who had passed 8th class in the nearest 

high school but could not do so for the girls.  



participation of 150 people, at 8 places with participation by 150 people, and in Maldakal at 5 

places with a participation of 100 people was organized. 

During the same period, a training programme for SMC members was organized in the 

three other mandals (viz. Gattu, Gadwal, and Maldakal) on the role of SMCs in implementing the 

RTE. In this programme, 480 SMC members from 19 villages participated.  

During the third quarter, one-day orientation programmes on the Role of Panchayat 

Sarpanches in the Implementation of the Right to Education was organized for Sarpanches at the 

mandal level in 4 mandals in which 87 Sarpanches 

took part.  

Mandal Parishad Development Officers and 

Mandal Education Officers of the concerned 

mandals, and MVF’s Project Coordinator acted as 

resource personnel.  

On September 25th, a constituency level 

orientation programme was held at Gadwal on Child 

Rights and the Role of the Panchayats. 50 

sarpanches from all four mandals participated. Mr. 

Y. Rajendra Prasad and Mr. Dhananjay, both from 

MVF’s head office acted as resource personnel, 

who explained the role of PRIs (in light of the 73rd 

amendment to the Constitution of India) in 

protecting child rights. Referring to the RTE, they explained that panchayats should maintain data 

regarding children in the village and their status. Sarpanches were told to extend support to the 

school management committee and ensure their strengthening. Towards the end of the meeting, 

a plan of action was drawn up, that has prioritized school problems and sarpanches pledged to 

put their best effort to resolve these problems. 

In the same quarter, trainings/orientations to SMCs were held at two levels (i.e., at the 

cluster level and the mandal level). School’s problems were debated and strategies were devised 

to scale the issues and have them resolved. At the cluster level, events were held at 44 places, 

which participation by 636 people. At the mandal level, events were organized at the 4 mandal 

headquarters, with participation by 723 people. 

To prepare the Child Rights Protection Forums (CRPFs) for scaling the battle of teachers 

to higher levels, training programmes were organized for CRPF unit members at both the cluster 

and mandal levels. Resource personnel consisting of the MVF Project Coordinator, Volunteers, 

and the Mandal Parishad Development Officer (MPDO), Mandal Educational Officer (MEO), and 

CRPF conveners explained the importance of the right to education. Apart from the provisions of 

RTE, debates also took place on out-of-school children, children working on seed farms, and 

strategies to solve problems of the shortage of teachers, and infrastructural issues in the schools. 

Following these programmes, the CRPF Mandal unit moved the High Court of Andhra Pradesh 

that compelled the District Collector to appoint additional Vidya Volunteers. At 6 places in the 

mandal, these events were organized in which 304 CRPF members took part in all. 

With a similar agenda the same resource personnel arranged training programmes for 

youth in all five clusters of Dharur mandal. In these programmes, their support was sought to 

Mr. Y. Rajendra Prasad addressing 
Sarpanches 



wean out children from seed farms and to enroll them in schools. At 40 places, this event was 

organized in which 446 youth took part. 

To increase the participation of women in the programme and with an added focus on girl 

child’s education training programmes were organized for SHG women in their respective villages. 

Following is a list of thematic areas in which training programmes were held at the cluster level: 

- Girl Child’s Education 

- Child marriage 

- Out-of-school girls 

- Girls working on seed farms 

- Girls’ enrolment in schools 

MVF’s Project Coordinator, Vidya Volunteers, and the MEO provided resource aid during 

these events. At 30 places in Dharur mandal, this event was held in the third quarter, in which 

503 women took part. 

In the last quarter, three training programmes were conducted at three levels for SMC 

members and chairmen. The cluster level training programme was conducted on school 

amenities. The village-level training programmes were conducted on the entitlements under the 

RTE, and the district level training programme was conducted for the SMC chairmen of Gadwal 

and Achampet mandals focusing on the provisions of the RTE Act and the role of SMCs in 

implementing the act. While the first two programmes were one-day, the district level programme 

was two-days. These events were held in the month of November. While head masters and MVF 

cluster coordinators acted as resource persons for the trainings held at the village level, MEO, 

and the MVF Project Coordinator acted as resource personnel for the programme at the mandal 

level. For the district level training programme. MVF”s senior personnel, Y. Rajendra Prasad, 

Dhananjay, and Bhaskar, the PO-RVM, Mr. Rajaram, Labour Department Officials, and Field 

Officer-RWS acted as resource personnel. Participation details are shown below: 

Cluster Village Level Training Programme Cluster Level Training Programme 

No. of Schools Covered No. of Participants No. of Schools Covered No of Participants 

Kondapuram 11 200 13 30 

Ganganpally 10 150 11 108 

Uppera 1 75 11 110 

Chintharevula 11 150 11 96 

Mannapuram 11 118 11 100 

Total 44 693 57 444 

 

In the district level training programme, 45 SMC chairmen from Gadwal mandal and 12 

chairmen from Achampet mandal participated. During the final training programme, participants 

submitted petitions to the PO-RVM on water problem, teachers’ shortage and toilet problems in 

the schools and sought immediate resolution. 

One-Day Camp 

 On November 22nd, a one-day camp for out-of-school children was organized in the 

mandal at the Mandal Resource Center. A total of 142 children participated in this camp from all 

clusters together as shown in the table below: 



Cluster Boys Girls Total  Cluster Boys Girls Total 

Kondapur 0 35 35  Chintharevula 0 18 18 

Ganganpally 11 24 35  Uppera 4 12 16 

Mannapuram 0 38 38  Total 15 127 142 

 

 All these children are out-of-school, including dropouts and never enrolled in any school. 

On the day of the camp, children are engaged in many activities. They enjoyed the stay with 

merriment. They were given crayons to paint pictures they like. Their case studies were collected. 

Children stated that girls are engaged in 24 forms of work while boys are engaged in 16 varieties 

of work. Children further cited that the environment they are living in, the lack of school within a 

reasonable distance, and marriage were reasons for not going to school. They said they are ready 

to go to school if their parents permit. Within a week of the camp, 10 children who attended the 

camp were admitted into the RSTC and 4 were admitted into the local school in Ganganpally 

cluster. In Kondapuram, 8 children were admitted into the local school. In Mannapuram, 12 

children were admitted into the local school. In Uppera, 2 children were enrolled in the RSTC and 

4 were mobilized into the local school. In Chintharevula cluster, 4 children were admitted into the 

local school. Thus, a total of 44 children were admitted in schools following the one-day camp. 

Child Marriages 

 In the first quarter of 2013, a child marriage was stopped in Dharur mandal. In the second 

quarter of 2013, marriages of 22 young girls were stopped. On December 12th, rallies were 

conducted protesting child marriage in the major villages with a total participation of 294. 


